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Who We Are, How We Got Here 

In 1982, the Humane Society of Boulder Valley founded a wildlife rehabilitation center at 
their facility. One year later, the family and friends of Natalie Gneiser, a young woman who 
was killed while trying to rescue an injured dog on the highway, donated memorial funds to 

this cause. Subsequently, the center was named after her – the Natalie Gneiser Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center. After 14 years of continuous growth, the Center changed its name to 
Greenwood Wildlife Rehabilitation Sanctuary (now Center), named after the Center’s first 
rehabilitated raccoon who had been burned in a chimney fire. Since our inception, nearly 

200 different species have been rehabilitated at Greenwood. 
 

Greenwood’s mission is to rehabilitate sick, injured, and orphaned 
wildlife for release into appropriate habitats. Greenwood also strives to 

educate the public, emphasizing humane solutions to human/wildlife 
interactions. 



Who We Rehabilitate 

YES 

 All songbirds, corvids, and 

waterfowl 

 Small mammals (squirrels, 

opossum, foxes, marmots, spotted 

skunks) 

 Raccoons 

 Coyotes 

 

NO 

 Bats 

 Striped skunks 

 Reptiles or amphibians 

 Birds of prey 

 Wildlife larger than a coyote 

 



Greenwood at a Glance: 2017 Overview 

 Songbirds = 1,788 

 Coyotes = 4 

 Foxes = 3 

 Rabbits = 247 

 Raccoons = 119 

 Squirrels = 529 

 Other Mammals = 136 

 Waterfowl & Shorebirds = 573 

 Animals transferred to other rehabilitators = 320 

 Released = 1,342 

 

Total Treated:   

1/1/2017 - 9/24/2017 1/1/2018 - 9/24/2018 

3,156 3,354 



Unusual Intake: 
Ring-tailed Cat - 

Successful 

 While on a trip to Utah, a Boulder 
family noticed “Stowaway,” the 
Ring-tailed Cat, hiding in their 
camper at night and eating their 
food. They chased her out and 
headed back to Boulder, thinking 
they had successfully vanquished 
their visitor. Upon unpacking the 
trailer, they were surprised to find 
Stowaway still with them. Ring-tailed 
Cats can be found in Colorado, 
though sightings are rare. Rather 
than allow this beautiful animal to 
fend for herself in an urban setting, 
this caring family brought her to 
Greenwood.(Interesting fact: Ring-
tailed Cats are not actually cats at 
all but are from the raccoon family.) 
After consulting with Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife, Boulder County Parks 
and Open Space staff took 
Stowaway to a cave-like setting 
near Lyons for release. 



Unusual Intake: 

Snowy Egret - 

Unsuccessful 

 Found down and out in a 
backyard in Denver, this Snowy 
Egret was unable to walk or fly, 
most likely struck by a car. 
Sadly, the bird’s internal injuries 
were too severe for 
rehabilitation. 



Greenwood Rabies 

Protocol 

 Vector species: raccoons, foxes, coyotes, minks 

 Supervised by licensed wildlife rehabilitators that 
have their pre-exposure rabies vaccinations 

(experienced volunteers/interns may assist) 

 We are gowned and gloved at all times when 
cleaning, feeding, medicating or any other contact 
with these animals 

 If a staff member, volunteer, or intern gets bitten or 

scratched by one of these animals, the health 
department is called and they determine if the 
animal needs to be euthanized and tested for rabies 

 Any animal that is handled by the public without 
protection is tested for rabies given that Colorado 

now has rabies.  

 

 

 



Examples of Daily Care/Medical 

Treatment of Greenwood Patients 

 Tweezer feeding (songbirds, 
corvids) 

 Nectar syringe (hummingbirds) 

 Gavage feeding (baby 
doves/pigeons) 

 Water and bird formula by syringe 
(nestlings // finch tips for smaller 
species)* 

 

 

 

 Formula and water syringe feeding 
(babies)* 

 Excretory stimulation 

 “Poop Soup!” 

Birds 

*wipe feathers/fur to prevent formula burn 

 SQ 

 Bandaging 

 Euthanasia 

 O2 

 Medicating 

 Daily weight 

 Heat pads 

 

 

 

 

Small Mammals 

ANY GIVEN SPECIES 



How Does Wildlife End Up In Our Care? 

 Collisions (window, motorist, cyclist) 

 Poor nesting choices 

 Pet conflict 

 Human mal-intent 

 Accidental transport (hitchhiking)  

 Accidental “kidnapping” (unintentional orphaning) 



RELEASE / RELOCATING 

 Unless the rescue site is not safe/land owner does not consent, the 

animal is released near the area where it originated 

 In cases where the animal cannot/should not be released to its place of 

origin, it is placed in a suitable habitat, away from human contact 

(roads, commercial/residential settings) 

 Most releases must be done in the mornings so the animals have all day 

to get used to their surroundings (exceptions are for nocturnal animals 

like raccoons and crepuscular animals like rabbits) 

EXAMPLES: 

 SQUIRRELS 

 In the fall we usually use nest boxes due to colder 
temperatures and loss of foliage. This gives them 
a safe place to nest if they choose. The nest box 
should be placed at least 8 feet up the tree on 
the east or southeast side of the tree. 

 In the spring we usually do not release squirrels in 
nest boxes because there are so many leaves on 
the trees they do not require them. Ideally you 
want to pick a tree with lots of coverage and if 
possible low branches so the squirrels can jump 
into them. instead jump off it and run to another 
tree. Find a tree safe from streets and 

neighboring dogs but close to other trees so the 
squirrels will learn they can run up them. 

 BIRDS/WATERFOWL 

 You want trees but nothing too close so the bird 
has space to fly out of the box and not run into 
any obstacles. 

 Some birds such as some waterfowl may only be 
released by experienced volunteers because 
they may need to be released on water and 
require special handling skills. 

 RABBITS 

 When releasing bunnies you want to find a spot 
not near the road or neighboring pets. It should 
be a grassy area that is open but has 
shrubs/bushes nearby for the rabbit to run into. 

 



Wildlife Common to Glacier View and Rocky 

Mountains that Greenwood Can Rehabilitate 

Marmot Fox Coyote 

Jays Swallows Hummingbirds 



Yellow-Bellied Marmots 

 HABITAT: Rock piles from 5K ft to above timberline 

 RANGE: Central and Western Colorado 

 As they are alpine tundra natives, marmots are not typical patients of 
Greenwood. The marmot pictured above was found in a residential 
park in the Boulder area and brought to Greenwood by a member of 
the public. It was thought to have hitched a ride on a motor vehicle 
down from its native habitat.  

 They are TRUE hibernators – and are one of the few species actually 
impacted positively by climate change 

 Due to extended summers, the average weight of the yellow-bellied marmot 
has been gradually increasing each year 

 In a typical year, the yellow-bellied marmot may hibernate from October-
May 

 During the summer months they spend their time rearing their young and 
stocking up in preparation for the coming colder months 

“Smokey” from August 2016 



Red Foxes and Coyotes 

 RED FOX – HABITAT: Brushlands, forests, 
wetlands, farmlands 

 RED FOX – RANGE: Statewide except 
extreme southeast 

 Red fox is the most widely distributed of the 

4 fox species of CO; it has been reported 
from above timberline to the eastern plains 
and western canyons. 

 Red fox are not always red – they can be 
any one of three other colors: silver, black, 

or marked with a dark cross across its back 

 All 4 colors can be found in the same 
litter, but no matter the color, the red 
fox can always be identified by its 
white-tipped tail, which is not found in 

the other 3 Colorado species 

 

 COYOTE – HABITAT: All habitat types 

 COYOTE – RANGE: Throughout Colorado 

 Breed from Jan-March, and pairs often stay 
together for several years, having 4-6 young 

per litter. 

 In Colorado, coyotes are thought to be 
more abundant now than prior to the 
arrival of the first settlers 

 Its success can be attributed to the 

decline of the wolf population and to 
its own uncanny ability to adapt 

 It is one of the few animals smart 
enough to kill a porcupine without 
being imbedded in quills 

 

: 

 

**IF THE FOX OR COYOTE REQUIRES IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE, 
PLEASE CALL YOUR LOCAL ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICE 

***IF THERE HAS BEEN ANY HUMAN, PET, OR LIVESTOCK 
CONTACT, CALL YOUR LOCAL HEALTH DEPT FIRST 

Mange is often a reason adult coyotes and foxes 

are brought into our care 



 STELLER’S JAY – HABITAT: Coniferous and pine-oak forests 

 STELLER’S JAY – RANGE: Foothills and mountains of western and 

central Colorado 

 Also known as the pine jay, mountain jay, and long-crested jay, 
they are Colorado’s most widely-distributed jay 

 Frequently visit campsites where they sit quietly in treetops before 
gliding down in search of food 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CLIFF SWALLOW – HABITAT: Cliffs, bridges, buildings, waterways 

 CLIFF SWALLOW – RANGE: Plains to foothills 

 Nest in huge colonies that have been known to contain 3000+ 

pairs 

 A vast array of parasites pass through cliff swallow colonies – 
as the # of birds in a colony increases, so does the 
prevalence of parasites 

 Parasites result in a decrease in chick size and increase 
in mortality 

 Because of parasite build-up, nests are rarely reused 

 

 BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD – HABITAT: Meadows, grasslands, mountain parks 

 BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD – RANGE: Plains to timberline; most common b/w 7,000 – 
8,500 ft 

 Weave spider webs to form their nests on branches of conifers 

 Leave for Central America/Mexico for the winter by late August/early September 

 

Steller’s Jay, Cliff Swallow, & Broad-tailed Hummingbird 



 Colorado has a thorough process to becoming a licensed wildlife 
rehabilitator – not just anyone can take in wildlife to care for it 

 It is illegal in the state of Colorado to possess wildlife, even if you intend to 
release it 

 By state law, wildlife rehabilitators must work with a licensed DVM, and vice 
versa when caring for wildlife 

 Certain species are covered by federal regulations, and thus require further 
licensure and training 





Wildlife 
Common to 
Glacier View 
and Rocky 
Mountains 
that 
Greenwood 
is Unable to 
Rehabilitate 

Ungulates 
Large 

Carnivores 
Raptors 



Hawks – Year Round Natives 

Buteo – Red Tail Hawk 

 One raptor species that has benefited from 
human encroachment – forest clearing and 

agriculture practices have ensured it a spot 
in successful breeding niches.  

Accipiter – Northern 

Goshawk 
 Similar to lynx, their populations can 

fluctuate with the abundance of its favorite 
prey, the snowshoe hare. They will only 
migrate en masse if snowshoe hare 

numbers decline drastically. 

*If you come across a sick, injured, or orphaned raptor, call CPW (970) 472-4300 or RMRP (970) 222-0322 

Raptors are federally protected, and thus are regulated by USFWS and require special 

permits and additional intensive training and abidance of laws.  

Rocky Mountain Raptor Program – Rehab Process 

Intake CCU Hospital Recovery Flight Release 

 RTHA – HABITAT: Ubiquitous  

 NOGO – HABITAT: 
Remote wilderness areas; 

prefers openings, 
clearings, and forest 
edges for hunting  

Collisions are 
frequent causes for 

why raptors end up 
in rehab. They 

commonly come 
into intake with 

fractures and head 
trauma as a result. 



Mountain Lion, Black Bear, & Bobcat 

 Mountain lions and bobcats are both 
extremely elusive, and thus do not come 
into frequent contact with humans. Big 
cats are also more inclined to better hide 
their weakness (injury, illness), and thus are 
not often called for rehab.  

 Black bears in Colorado are 
notoriously skittish. However, 
they are smart and know 
that humans = waste = high 
calorie food sources. In the 
months leading up to 
snowfall bears need to 
have a caloric intake of 
20K calories/day, and for 
this reason often find 
themselves in scenarios that 
put them in harm’s way.  

*If you come across a sick, injured, or orphaned mountain lion, black bear, and/or bobcat (or deer), 

please call CPW (970) 472-4300, or WMWR (719) 784-3214. 

Source: Suisun Wildlife Center 

Source: CA Dept. Fish & Wildlife  

Large carnivore rehab patients tend 
to be bold juveniles unaware of 

certain dangers for which the adults 
are more cautious. 

Tom & Cec Sanders of Wet 

Mountain Wildlife Rehabilitation, 

Inc. in Cañon City are one of the 

few rehabbers in the state 

licensed to do black bears and 

mountain lions (and deer).   

Source: ABC Denver News 7 

3 bear cubs were transferred to 
CPW’s Frisco Creek wildlife 
facility after their mother, 

deemed a public safety risk, was 
euthanized in Estes Park 

 MTN LION – HABITAT: All forested areas, but prefers rocky 

canyons and foothills 

 BOBCAT – HABITAT: Virtually every habitat below 10K ft 

 BLACK BEAR – HABITAT: Forested lands 



Deer, & What to Do if You Encounter a Lone Fawn 
 

 Mule antlers: 
branch from the 
main beam, and 

each tine 
branches again 

 Whitetail antlers: 
have one main 
beam; the tines 
do not branch 

 Fawns stay with 
the doe for the 
full first year 

 Deer mothers 

hide their 

offspring for 

the first few 

weeks, visiting 

only to feed 

them. 

 Mule and 
whitetail fawns 
are identical 

 Mule deer get 

their name for 
their large ears; 
while both 
species have 
white rumps, 
whitetail have a 
feather-like white 

fan tail 

 

 MULE DEER – HABITAT: Prefer open forests & shrublands, especially the edge where forest & meadow meet 

 WHITETAIL DEER – HABITAT: Prefer treed areas near the water’s edge, especially attracted to woodlands along rivers of eastern Colorado 



Humane Household Wildlife Solutions 

 Prevention is key! – it is much easier for us 

to change our behavior as humans, than 

to teach a wild animal to do so 

 Make your home less attractive to wildlife – 

landscaping choices can 

encourage/discourage certain species 

 Deter snakes, skunks, or other animals by 
removing potential hiding places, such as 
rock/wood piles or storage sheds with space 
under the floor 

 Be mindful of where/when you’re putting 

out trash 

 Cut off access to where animals could 

enter buildings – i.e. cap chimneys, seal 

holes, close off potential den sites under 

decks, porches, steps, and crawl spaces 

 

If at all possible, let the 
mother and babies stay put 

until they’re old enough to be 
moved safely. 

 

If temporary coexistence just isn’t possible: 

 

 Use devices that flash, move, make noise, spray water 

to haze them away 

 Chemical repellents labeled for the species you want 

to discourage can scare animals with their scents or 

make food unpalatable 

 Trapping a wild animal can often cause more trouble 

for you than necessary, and can be harmful to the 

animal 

*Greenwood does NOT endorse or support wildlife trappers or extermination specialists in Colorado. 



Questions to Ask Yourself if You Believe You’ve 

Found a Sick/Injured/Orphaned Animal: 

MAMMALS 

 Can you see the nest? 

 Bleeding? 

 Shivering/Weak? 

 Vomiting? 

 Did you witness it be attacked 

by a domestic animal? 

BIRDS 

 Can you see the nest? 

 Unable to flutter wings? 

 Wings dropping unevenly? 

 Bleeding? 

 Shivering/Weak? 

 Did you witness it be attacked 

by a domestic animal? 

If the answer to any of these questions is ‘yes’ and/or there is no nest in sight… 



(303) 823-8455 

 
Save it in your phone!  

Go to our website, www.greenwoodwildlife.org 

It will provide steps in what to do for the animal overnight 

Call us first thing in the morning – it 

is against the law in Colorado to 

keep wild animals if you are not a 

licensed rehabilitator, even if you 

intend to release them! 



From Julie, Claudia, 
our furry/feathered 
patients, and the 

dedicated team of 
staff, volunteers, and 

interns at 
Greenwood   

 

THANK YOU! 


